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Saturday Advice Shop 
21st December 2019 

10 a.m. to 12 noon 
Robert Dickinson Building 

10 Sibson Road 
(Opposite the Garden Centre) 

Bicycle ‘D’ Lock 

This can be used as a normal lock but has the 
optional function of sounding a loud alarm if 

interfered with by a thief. 

£8 each 

Licence to Steal 
A member has reported getting an email notice claiming to be 
from TV Licensing, that requested confidential information 
including bank details, address and TV Licence number. They 
strongly suspected it was another scam and contacted TV 
Licensing who confirmed that they were right. 

Thieves send out such messages in their thousands with the 
expectation that at least some of the recipients will be duped 
by them. They claim to be from banks, tax authorities, the 
police and any other organisation that they think might sound 
plausible. 

Be suspicious and, if you have any doubt at all, be sensible 
like our member and check carefully before responding. 

For the latest news on crime in the area visit our website: www.villagewatch.co.uk — or join our group on Facebook 

Nominated Neighbours 
In our November Newsletter we referred to our ‘I do not 
recognise you’ notice that we have had available at our 
Advice Shop for a number of years. One member has pointed 
out that, rather than protecting the occupant, it advertises 
that they are vulnerable. This is undeniably a risk and the 
article did not describe how the Nominated Neighbour idea 
came about originally. 

It arose from requests from relatives and close neighbours for a 
means of offering protection to vulnerable residents about 
whom they were concerned. They know the individual situation 
and can balance the risk against the protection offered by 
diverting unknown callers. 

It is a serious commitment to take on and we have never 
expected the notices to be used very widely. It needs the 
agreement of all parties involved and a clear understanding 
about how they will respond when the system is activated. It is 
intended to offer something extra to those supportive 
relationships that are already in place. 

 We wish all of our MembersWe wish all of our MembersWe wish all of our MembersWe wish all of our Members    
a Very Happy Christmas Holiday anda Very Happy Christmas Holiday anda Very Happy Christmas Holiday anda Very Happy Christmas Holiday and    

a Safe and Crimea Safe and Crimea Safe and Crimea Safe and Crime----free New Yearfree New Yearfree New Yearfree New Year    

Fake Reviews 
The consumer group Which? has found that some online 
sellers have developed underhand methods to fake positive 
reviews of their otherwise unremarkable, inferior or even 
dangerous products. This is against the rules of major 
companies like Amazon and Facebook but it is still 
happening. 

If you are looking at items online, do not accept the number of 
five star ratings just on the face of it. Be canny and look 
behind them. 

1. Do not rely simply on ratings but delve deeper and read any 
actual written reviews elsewhere on the web. 

2. Check the dates to see when the reviews were written. If 
many of them were posted in a short space of time, it could 
mean there has been some dodgy activity. 

3. Ask yourself how impartial they are; do they give everything 
five stars? 

4. Look at the spread of the ratings. Are they at opposite ends 
of the scale with very little in-between? It is very rare for 
people to be completely polarised about a product. 

Locking Car Doors 
We are all aware of the importance of locking our vehicles 
but what about when we are sitting inside them? 

The story reported locally of a woman in a supermarket car 
park who prevented her handbag from being stolen by locking 
her doors as soon as she got in highlights the question. 

The argument for locking doors is a strong one and stories such 
as this and others of car-jacking or doors being opened at 
traffic lights support the practice. The opposite argument is 
that you would be locked inside the vehicle in the event of an 
accident with bystanders unable to rescue you. 

On balance, the expert advice is that this risk is very low. Most 
accidents in urban areas occur at low speed and you will be 
able to unlock the doors yourself. Many modern cars are fitted 
with detectors that unlock doors when there is a serious 
impact and in, any case, locks are not a great obstacle to the 
emergency services.  

There is a stronger case for not locking doors when travelling 
on fast roads but again the risk is assessed to be relatively low. 

The expert advice is always to lock your doors as soon as you 
get into your vehicle. Anyone carrying a handbag is particularly 
vulnerable to thieves who can open the door and snatch it from 
the passenger side. 

Always be alert in car parks, quiet streets, slow moving 
traffic and when stopped at traffic lights. 



Contacting Birstall and Wanlip 
Neighbourhood Watch 

Email:  watch@villagewatch.co.uk 

Phone:  0756 2422 756 
Calls go to our answering service but we 

always do our best to reply within 24 hours 
Please remember to leave your number 

Write:  c/o Birstall Parish Council 
Council Office, Birstall Road, 
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4DH 

We also have a post box on the counter 
in the Council Office 

Police Beat Surgery 
You can meet one of our local Police 
Officers to discuss, in confidence, any 
issues that concern you on: 

Saturday, 21st December at the NHW 
Advice Shop in the Robert Dickinson 
Building, 10 Sibson Road, between 

10 a.m. and 12 noon 

(Times are always subject to Officers not being 
required elsewhere in an emergency.) 

Thank you to Birstall Parish Council for continuing to support the Watch — www.birstallparishcouncil.org.uk 
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Beat News 
The most recent Beat News is published in full on the Police 

News pages of our website — www.villagewatch.co.uk 

The reports are also printed each month in the Birstall Post. 

Here is a summary of the October Beat News from PC Dave Jaeckels: 

• There were forty-five crimes reported in October, an increase from 
forty-one in September. 

• Nine public order offences. Several involved arguments between 
neighbours and a couple were road-rage incidents with drivers verbally 
abusing each other. 

• Eleven offences of theft from cars, six of which occurred over the night 
of 30th-31st October. Four were number plate thefts and three were 
tools stolen from vans. 

• Four house burglaries. 

• Four assaults. 

• Seven reports of criminal damage, three of which were to vehicles. 

• Two drug offences. 
 
Further information can be found at: 

www.police.uk/leicestershire/NL60 

Crime Prevention Advice 
Stolen number plates are often used by criminals to commit further crimes 
and the vehicles they are used on commit traffic offences. This can cause 
the genuine vehicle owner a lot stress and worry in trying to prove their 
innocence. These simple ideas can help: 

Fit anti-theft number plate screws to your car. These make it almost 
impossible for the plates to be stolen without damaging them. They are 
available free from the Neighbourhood Watch Advice Shop. 

Put small stickers in the front and rear windows of your car so that if you 
are contacted to say that your number plates have gone through a speed or 
traffic camera, you can prove that the vehicle in the image is not yours. 

If your number plates are stolen, report it to the Police immediately on 101 
or via the Leicestershire Police website as the plates are often used in a 
relatively short space of time. This will allow us to put a marker on the 
Police National Computer showing that the plates are stolen and will again 
help prove your innocence. 

Neighbourhood Update 
We have had a number of good arrests on the beat this month. Two males 
were arrested for drugs offences in Wanlip after a vehicle was stopped and 
a quantity of drugs found inside. We have also had some arrests in relation 
to a non-dwelling burglary where a large quantity of fireworks were stolen. 
The beat team also discovered a small cannabis factory. This has been 
cleared out and enquiries are ongoing to identify the people responsible.  

REMEMBER  THAT 

THIEVES  DO  NOT  

TAKE  TIME  OFF  FOR  

HOLIDAYS 

Sign up for Email News 
We regularly post local crime-related 
news on our website. You can receive 

emails alerting you to all new postings. 

Please go to our Home Page at: 
www.villagewatch.co.uk 

Most modern phones and devices will work 
best if you choose the ‘html’ format. 

Burglar  Claus  Visits 
 When you have unwrapped your presents, do not advertise 

them to the world by leaving the packaging on view outside 
for collection. Thieves have been known to take the 
packaging and then come back to steal the contents from the 
house. Make sure you cut it into pieces and put it into your 
recycling bin out of sight. 

If you are offered items cheaply for cash by 
strangers, you should suspect that they might be 
stolen. Please tell the Police about it by dialling 101. 

If you prefer to remain anonymous, you can give the 
information to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 

There are thieves out there hoping that you will be 
their Santa Claus! 

During December we buy valuable presents for those we care 
about. Still brand new and in their packaging, they are very 
attractive to burglars. They are easy to sell and, 
unfortunately, there are plenty of people prepared to get 
their (your!) presents ‘on the cheap’. 

Please take extra care and ensure that your home is always 
secure and that it appears occupied when you are out.  

Do not leave presents and other valuable items where they 
can be seen from outside by a window-shopping thief. 


