
 
  

Covid-19 Emergency 
The Watch Committee has decided to keep all Watch activities that involve face-to-face contact to 
the minimum during the current crisis. 

The result is that we will not be opening our Saturday Advice Shop until further notice and are 
postponing our Annual General Meeting to a later date. 

We are not sure what effect the outbreak will have on our ability to distribute this and subsequent 
editions of Village Watch News. Many of our loyal Coordinators fall into the ‘at risk’ categories and 
we neither want nor expect anybody to put themselves in harm’s way on behalf of the Watch. 

If you think that your Coordinator may be in this group, they might appreciate an offer to help on 
a temporary basis until the crisis is over. 

We shall continue to publish Village Watch News each month but will have to decide, as events 
unfold, whether to produce the paper version. It may, therefore, only be available on-line from 
our Website. 

We have already issued a large number of Membership Cards but some cards and New Member 
Packs may remain unissued for the time being. 

Now may be a good time to join our Facebook Group or sign-up for our Email Alerts to learn what 
Watch members may be doing to help the Community and what criminals may be doing to harm it. 

Meanwhile, please stay vigilant, not only to infection risks but also to those criminals who are 
already using the crisis to exploit our fears and steal our money. 

Good Luck and Stay Healthy 

If You Cannot Speak to 999 
Occasions arise when a person in physical danger is able to 
dial 999 but dare not speak for fear of being overheard by 
their assailant. The emergency operators regularly find 
themselves answering ‘silent calls’ and have to decide 
whether it is simply a mistake, a hoax or a genuine call for 
help. 

There is a belief that circulates on social media that all silent 
calls result in a Police response but this is not true. Apart from 
anything else, a call from a mobile phone does not give the 
caller’s location. It could be anywhere. 

Because of this growing problem, the Police have established 
a procedure, Silent Solution, that the caller can follow in such 
circumstances. 

The methods differ slightly when calling from a mobile phone or 
a landline. 

Full details are available on our website at: 
www.villagewatch.co.uk/silent-solution 

 

New Beat Sergeant 
The Beat Sergeant for Birstall and Wanlip, Mike Young, is 
moving departments and has been replaced by PS2951 Chris 
Boylin. 

Chris has worked in the Charnwood area for almost his entire 
twelve-year career with the Police, having started in Syston in 
2008. He also has responsibility for the Charnwood Proactive 
Team where a lot of his work relates to drugs and acquisitive 
crime. 

This move is part of wider organisational changes aimed at 
improving Police visibility and returning investigations to 
officers at the local level who have a vested interest in 
Charnwood. They will now take responsibility for a crime 
personally instead of it being dealt with by a team from outside 
the area. It is hoped that one officer dealing with a matter from 
the initial attendance to its conclusion will achieve more 
positive outcomes. 

We wish Mike every success in his new role and welcome 
Chris to our villages. 

 

For the latest news visit our website – www.villagewatch.co.uk – or join our Facebook Group    
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Sign-up  for  our  Email  Alerts 
or  join  our  Facebook  Group 

Please go to our Website and follow the links on the Home Page 
www.villagewatch.co.uk 



 

Thank you to Birstall Parish Council for continuing to support the Watch — www.birstallparishcouncil.org.uk 

© Published by Birstall and Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch — 0756 2422 756 — watch@villagewatch.co.uk 
Printed by Flexpress, 6 Coal Cart Road, Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3BY — 0116 267 6269 — www.flexpress.co.uk 

Are They Watching You at Home? 

 Smart cameras and baby monitors can be watched by default 
over the internet by hackers. The National Cyber Security 
Centre (NCSC) is advising owners to change the default 
settings as soon as possible after buying them. 

There are many examples of devices being accessed without 
permission. In one case, the attacker spoke to a young girl and 
pretend to be Father Christmas. In another, a couple were 
watched on-line thousands of times without their knowledge. 

There is growing concern about the potential dangers posed by 
the "internet of things". As connected devices are introduced 
into our homes and everyday lives, the associated cyber-
security risks are creating greater challenges to the protection 
of our personal privacy. 

Cameras that provide pictures of what is happening inside your 
house are a prime example. 

New NCSC guidance advises owners of smart cameras to: 

 immediately change the default password (which is usually 
something obvious like admin or 00000) to one that cannot 
be easily guessed 

 keep the camera software, also called firmware, up-to-date  
 switch off features that enable them to check cameras 

remotely, if they are not needed. 
 

These internet-connected smart devices can be very useful 
in letting you keep tabs on what is going on in your home but 
make sure that you fully understand how they work. 

Beat News 
From this month, the Police Beat News for Birstall and Wanlip is being published 
in a new two-page colour format that can be read in full on our website:  

www.villagewatch.co.uk 

Here is a summary of reported crimes from the March Beat News from PC Dave 
Jaeckels: 
 There were thirty-nine crimes reported in February, a drop from forty-one in 

January. 
 Six assaults. 
 Seven thefts from vehicles, a rise from five last month. 
 Two vehicles were stolen. 
 Six house burglaries. 
 Two public order offences. 
 Three reports of criminal damage. 
 One drug offence. 
 One cycle theft. 
 Seven other thefts, including five ‘drive offs’. 
 Two reported robberies. 
 
Further information can be found at: 

www.police.uk/leicestershire/NL60 
 

Crime Prevention Advice 
We have had a number of burglaries in February where properties were targeted for 
expensive jewellery and cash. This type of crime is still quite rare but appears to be 
on the increase. Please consider the following suggestions:  

 If you own expensive jewellery and must keep it at home, consider buying a safe 
and installing this somewhere where it is not obvious or easy to find. Expensive 
items can then be locked away in this.  

  
 Consider having copies made of any expensive items so that the originals can be 

kept somewhere else, away from the property. Also, take photos of any items so 
these can be given to the Police if they are stolen.  

 Remember, the best thing to do is lock your home and stop burglars from being 
able to access the rear as this is where most houses are broken into. Install solid 
gates (and lock them), maintain fences and fit an alarm. 

 

Because of the current uncertainty, 
there are no Police Beat Surgeries 

scheduled for the time being. 
 

If you want to contact the Police, 
you can do so by dialling 101. 

 

Always dial 999 in an emergency. 

Virus Scam 
Fraudsters have descended to a new level by preying on the genuine concern people have about the Covid-19 virus. Unsolicited 
calls, aimed at the most vulnerable and worried, play up the already serious risks and offer solutions to reduce them. These 
range from ‘miracle cures’ that are being kept secret by the politicians for their own use, to home deliveries of groceries and 
other items that they claim are otherwise unobtainable. However, you are one of the lucky ones because you can still buy 
them on-line. All you need to do is give your credit card details but must do so quickly before supplies run out! 

Our usual advice still applies - be very wary if contacted out of the blue and offered something that is too good to be true. 

Remember that these criminals are good at what they do and are inventing new lies all the time. 

Contacting Birstall and Wanlip 
Neighbourhood Watch 

Email:  watch@villagewatch.co.uk 

Phone:  0756 2422 756 
Calls go to our answering service but we 
do our best to reply as soon as possible  
Please remember to leave your number 

Write:  c/o Birstall Parish Council 
Council Office, Birstall Road, 
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4DH 

ALWAYS  TREAT  
UNEXPECTED CALLS 
WITH SUSPICION IF 

THEY  ASK FOR 
INFORMATION OR 

MONEY 


