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Our Saturday Advice Shop will 
not be open during the Covid-19 

crisis 
Sorry for the inconvenience 

For the latest news on crime in the area visit our website: www.villagewatch.co.uk — or join our group on Facebook 

 

Neighbourhood Watch in the Lockdown 
This is only the second edition of our Newsletter to be published online and not delivered through members’ 

letterboxes. We did not deliver the April edition in its paper format because we did not want to put any of our 

Coordinators at unnecessary risk. Many of our volunteers are in the over-seventy age group that was already being 

advised to self-isolate in advance of the official lockdown. 

We know that a number of our Coordinators have taken initiatives of their own or have joined with other 

community schemes to care for their more vulnerable Members and we want to thank and applaud them. 

Some people find the lockdown easier than others but not being able to do what we considered normal can have a 

depressing effect. Being cooped-up with others on a continuous basis can lead to irritation, arguments and even 

violence. A worrying development is the big increase in calls to help-lines. 

Traditional criminals have not self-isolated, more is the pity. While there has been a drop in burglaries 

because more homes are occupied throughout the day, essential workers who are still going to work are now 

more likely to be victims. We are asking neighbours who are at home to keep an eye on the homes of those 

working on the front line while they are out and to call the Police if they see anything suspicious. 

This edition of Village Watch News is only one page. You can read the Police Beat News in full in the Police 

section of this website and you will find information on how to get more news from us in the Keeping in 

Touch article below. 

Let us hope that it is not too long before we are able to deliver our full paper edition again. 

Please STAY SAFE from COVID and CRIME 

Keeping in Touch 
There is a lot of information and advice being circulated 

during the current lockdown and you can keep up to date in 

a number of ways. 

If you are reading this online you will already be on our 

website: www.villagewatch.co.uk where you can: 

• Read the latest news and posts 

• Sign up for our email alerts 

• Join our Facebook Group  

• Print off warning notices from the Downloads page 

• Print off a list of Useful Telephone Numbers 

• Contact the Police 

• Link to Useful Websites 

You can still email us at: 

watch@villagewatch.co.uk 

Or phone and leave a message on: 

0756 2422 756 

We shall do our best to get back to you as quickly as 

possible. 

A Scammers’ Field Day 
It will come as no surprise, although nevertheless still very sad, 

that heartless fraudsters have seen the Covid-19 crisis as an 

opportunity to develop new scams that exploit people’s 

anxiety and uncertainty. Particularly nasty are those who have 

actually knocked on doors pretending to be concerned 

neighbours offering to do some shopping for those who are 

unable to go out. They have taken cash and even banks cards 

and PINs, never to be seen again! 

It is email and telephone scams, however, that are providing 

the richest pickings, with an estimate of over £2 million stolen 

during the first few weeks of the lockdown. 

Offers of home delivery of goods that are in short supply as 

well as masks and other protective equipment are common. 

There are also offers of fake vaccines and cures for the virus 

that are, allegedly, being deliberately kept secret by the 

government. Victims who have placed and paid for orders find 

their money gone and untraceable while no delivery ever 

arrives. 

The old favourites have not been replaced, though, and 

messages about TV Licences, special cash grants, and 

threatened court action are still being delivered. 

Our message, though, is not a scam: 

Be very suspicious of any contact from people you do 

not know who want you to send them your money, 

whatever apparently plausible reason they give you.  


