
A Long Time since March
We were in the process of delivering our March edition of
Village Watch News  when the Lockdown began. Since then
we have only been able to publish it online and this is the
first edition that we shall produce in a very limited paper
edition that we can distribute by post to our band of around
two hundred volunteers.

We are looking at what options we have to distribute it more
widely to our  wider membership until  we can  return to our
established method.

Meanwhile, we are doing our best to spread the word that it
can be read on our website and even printed off if  anybody
wants to pass it on to a Neighbour.

At the time  of  the Lockdown we were in  the process of
collecting  our  Membership  Subscriptions  and  issuing
Membership Cards.

We had managed to process  most  of  the  envelopes  we had
received and had issued over a thousand cards before we were
so  rudely  interrupted.  The  Parish  Council  staff  were  very
helpful and stored the envelopes still in their possession in safe
quarantine until we were able to collect them. These are now
being processed but we are, of course, not yet able to deliver
the cards to our members.

At  the  same  time,  we  asked  our  Coordinators  who  had
envelopes  in  their  possession to hold  on to them for  the
time being.

We are now glad to say that the Parish Council and its staff
have agreed to take delivery of envelopes again.

The Watch Annual general meeting was due to be held on
30th April but had to be postponed. Under the Constitution,
we should have elected the Committee for the year 2020/21
and subsequently the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.

In these extraordinary circumstances, we were not able to do
this and have continued with the existing arrangements on a
temporary basis for the time being. We shall have to address
this as a matter of urgency, once it is practicable to do so.

The regular Saturday Advice Shop has been suspended and,
for several reasons, it may be some time before we can re-
open it.

Of  course,  as  you  can  read  elsewhere  in  this  Newsletter,
criminals have taken advantage of the crisis to exploit others.
The fact that many people have been staying at home has seen
a decline in burglaries while theft from vehicles has continued.

We  have  been  urging  residents  to  keep  an  eye  open  for
suspicious behaviour, especially around the homes of those who
have been leaving them unoccupied while working for us on
the front line.

The  stress  of  remaining  at  home  in  the  close  proximity  of
others has manifested itself in  an increase in the number of
assaults reported to the Police. One can only speculate on the
number that have gone unreported.

Several Members have reported behaviour that has led them
to suspect that houses were being used to grow cannabis
and,  as  a  consequence,  arrests  have  been  made  and
quantities  of  drugs  and  equipment  seized.  Others  have
contacted us for advice or re-assurance and we are always
glad if we are able to help.
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Visit our website at: www.villagewatch.co.uk and join our Group on Facebook

Our Website
www.villagewatch.co.uk

Our website has been extensively redesigned and brought up
to date with a number of new features in addition to the old
favourites.

• The  Information section  includes  an  extended  list  of
Useful  Telephone Numbers  that  can  be  downloaded  and
printed as well as links to a range of Useful Websites.

• The  Advice  pages  contain articles  about  subjects  that
members have raised with us such as scams, fireworks and
the use of private CCTV.

• The  Downloads page has  links to a number  of  our  more
popular warning notices and signs that can be downloaded
and printed. These are normally available from our Advice
Shop that is, unfortunately, not open at the moment. 

• There is a lot of advice on the Police pages about how to
contact  them  and  report  crime,  as  well  as  information
about  our  local  Beat  Team  and  the  Charnwood  Policing
area.

• You can read current and previous editions of our  Village
Watch News and of the Beat News produced by our Beat
Team.

We are adding to the website on a regular  basis  and would
welcome feedback from members, suggestions of what should
be included and ideas on how it might be improved.

Please send us an email with your thoughts and comments.

Our Facebook Group 

The Birstall and Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch Facebook Group
has been in existence for a number of years and has now grown
to over seventeen-hundred members. Its primary Administrator
for most of that time has been Karen Moon, a long-standing
Watch Committee Member.

During the period of the Covid-19 Lockdown, it has become our
primary  means of  alerting  people  to crime-related issues  as
they arise, together with our email alert system.

We  are  also  posting  information  about  local  community
services and other important official information. We have a
policy  of  not  promoting  local  businesses  because,  while  we
know that the vast majority are entirely trustworthy, we are
not in a position to vet them all.

We are a strictly non-political organisation that we hope has
earned the trust of our Members to provide reliable, unbiased
and useful information.

All  posts  are moderated and only those that  fit  our  criteria
actually appear. Many of those that we decline are based on
rumour rather that fact or claim to be in the public interest by
'naming and shaming' local residents.  Others express political
views or opinions that would compromise our policy of broad-
based neutrality.

If you are a Facebook user, please join our Group to get the
latest news and contribute to keeping Birstall and Wanlip safer
places in which to live.

There is a link to join the Group on our website:

www.villagewatch.co.uk

Our Advice Shop will not be open during the Covid-19 crisis



Our Accounts for 2019
Our Accounts for 2019 had been prepared and audited for presentation and approval at the Annual General Meeting due to be
held on 30th April but that had to be postponed because of the Lockdown. The full accounts are available to view on our
website  (www.villagewatch.co.uk/accounts2019)  and a brief summary is given here.

  Account 31 Dec 19 31 Dec 18 Movement 2019 2018 Incr./Decr.

  Reserve  £  3,359.80  £  3,353.12  £          6.68   Receipts  £  4,601.37  £  4,523.28 1.73%

  Current  £  2,552.48  £  1,597.05  £     955.43   Payments  £  3,645.94  £  5,072.92 -28.13%

  Total  £  5,912.28  £  4,950.17  £     962.11   Difference  £     955.43 -£     549.64 

Crime Report
The Birstall Beat Team produces its own monthly newsletter containing news and advice about crime in our villages. This is
available to view in full on our website  (www.villagewatch.co.uk/police). These figures are taken from the editions published
during the Lockdown.

Mar Apr May June
Assault 6 8 14 15
Burglary 3 3 1 3
Criminal damage 5 4 6 11
Drugs 3 7 4
Public order 4 6 1 7
Robbery 1
The 2 3 7 7
The  from vehicle 7 2 6 5
The  of vehicle 1 3

One Industry that is still Thriving
Action Fraud has reported that by late-June, almost  eight
million pounds had been stolen in Covid-19 related scams.

The  criminals  have  modified  many  of  their  established
scenarios to prey on the anxiety, uncertainty and confusion felt
by many of us during the Lockdown.

In the early days, when so may people were doing their best to
be good neighbours,  there were a  few who offered to help
vulnerable people, took their money or bank cards and PINs to
pay  for  shopping  but  were  never  seen  again.  Others  armed
themselves  with  cotton  buds  and  went  from  door-to-door
offering virus tests for cash payments.

But it has been email and telephone scams that have taken
the richest pickings.

Official  looking  notices  demanding  payment  of  fines  for
breaking the Lockdown caught out many people. Offers of non-
existent  ‘miracle  cures’  and  vaccines  abound  as  do  on-line
offers  of  items that  have been in  short  supply or  that  they
claim would soon disappear from the shops.

More  recently  people have  been phoned  and told  that  they
have been identified as having been in close contact with an
infected person and need an urgent test. All they have to do is
pay the £50 fee!

As  events  unfold,  they  will  latch  on  to  the  latest
announcements and tailor their stories accordingly.

Remember that, even though they may be in short supply at
times, all the official Covid-19 services are free of charge. If
someone tries to tell you otherwise be extremely wary, they
are almost certainly out to cheat you.

The old favourites have not gone away, however, and the fake
TV Licence payment scam has taken a new twist. The removal
of  the  free  licences  for  those  over  seventy-five  has  led  to
demands designed to frighten elderly people into giving bank
details to the fraudsters.

REMEMBER  THAT  GENUINE  AGENCIES  AND  ORGANISATIONS
WILL NEVER DEMAND INSTANT ACTION TO AVOID  FINES OR
ARREST THE FIRST TIME THEY CONTACT YOU.

Thank you to Birstall Parish Council for continuing to support the Watch — www.birstallparishcouncil.org.uk
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Contacting Birstall and Wanlip
Neighbourhood Watch

watch@villagewatch.co.uk

0756 2422 756
Calls  go  to our answering  service but  we
always try to reply within 24 hours. Please
remember to leave your number.

c/o Birstall Parish Council
Council Office, Birstall Road,
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4DH

Don’t Blame the Police
We are very fortunate in the Police Officers we have both
locally and nationally. During the period of Lockdown they
have had the difficult task of ensuring that otherwise law-
abiding  citizens  behave  in  a  manner  that  reduces  the
infection risk for all of us.

The  regulations  have  placed  severe  limits  on  our  normal
activities and this has resulted in understandable annoyance,
frustration  and  even  anger.  Most  people  have  accepted  the
situation for  what it  is, the result of a very dangerous virus
infection,  but  others  have  not  and  have tried  to  avoid  the
restrictions.

There are many examples of Police Officers being abused when
they have acted to protect the majority of us. Verbal abuse has
been common but there have also been instances of physical
abuse and, in some cases, extreme violence.

The stream of negative comments about the Police on social
media  is  endless.  Most  of  them  seem  to  be  about  minor
incidents where no sanctions resulted but others claim or imply
that  the  Police  are  being  deliberately  unreasonable  and
oppressive.

Please remember that they are doing a very difficult job and
putting themselves at risk of infection every day in order to
keep the rest of us safe.


