
Our Website
www.villagewatch.co.uk

Our website has been extensively redesigned and brought up
to date with a number of new features as well as the old
favourites.

• The  Information section  includes  an  extended  list  of
Useful  Telephone Numbers  that  can  be  downloaded  and
printed as well as links to a range of Useful Websites.

• The  Advice  pages  contain articles  about  subjects  that
members have raised with us such as scams, fireworks and
the use of private CCTV.

• The  Downloads page has  links  to a number  of  our  more
popular warning notices and signs that can be downloaded
and printed. These are normally available from our Advice
Shop that is, unfortunately, not open at the moment. 

• There is a lot of advice on the Police pages about how to
contact  them  and  report  crime,  as  well  as  information
about  our  local  Beat  Team  and  the  Charnwood
Neighbourhood Policing Area.

• You can read current and previous editions of this  Village
Watch News and of the  Beat News produced by our Beat
Team each month.

We are adding  to the website on a regular  basis  and would
welcome feedback from members, suggestions of what should
be included and ideas about how it might be improved.

Please send us an email with your thoughts and comments:

watch@villagewatch.co.uk

AUGUST 2020

Recent Events
Our Annual General Meeting, due to be held on 30th April,
has been postponed.

Under the Constitution, we would have elected the Committee
for the year 2020/21 and subsequently the Chairman, Secretary
and Treasurer. 

We  have  continued  with  the  existing  arrangements  on  a
temporary basis but will have to address this as a matter of
urgency, once we are able to do so.

We  were  in  the  process  of  collecting  our  Membership
Subscriptions and issuing Membership Cards.

We had managed to  process  most  of  the envelopes  we had
received  but  asked  our  Coordinators  to  hold  on  to  any
envelopes still in their possession. We have now re-established
a  method  for  them  to  be  returned  to  us  and  have
recommenced processing them.

The regular Saturday Advice Shop has been suspended and,
for several reasons, it may be some time before we can re-
open it.

Our  primary  means  of  informing  Members  about  crime-
related issues as they arise have been our Facebook Group,
Website and Email Alerts.

The  Facebook  Group has  been in  existence for a  number of
years  and  now  has  almost  eighteen-hundred  Members.  Its
primary Administrator for  most of  that  time has been Karen
Moon, a long-standing Watch Committee Member.

There is a link to join the Group on our website:

www.villagewatch.co.uk

Our  Watch  Phone  and  Email  continues  to  be  used  by
Members and we have passed on useful information to our
Beat Team.

Several of you reported behaviour that suggested houses were
being used to grow cannabis and, as a consequence,  arrests
have been made and quantities of drugs and equipment seized.

Others have contacted us for advice or re-assurance and we
are always glad when we are able to help.

Membership Cards
We  had  delivered  over  a  thousand  Membership  Cards
before we were so rudely interrupted. We do not have a
safe and easy method of delivering them at the moment,
so please bear with us.

If any Member requires their Card urgently, please get
in touch with us.

Visit our website at: www.villagewatch.co.uk and join our Group on Facebook

A Long Time since March
We hope that all of our Members have remained Safe and Well during this difficult period.

We were about to deliver the April edition of Village Watch News when the lockdown began. We have continued to

publish it online but know that only around two hundred people have viewed it there each month. This is a far cry from

the four thousand copies that our Coordinators would normally deliver. We did not know then how long it would be

before we could resume normal service and, unfortunately, we are still none the wiser.

We have always had a good relationship with the Birstall Post and are grateful to the Editor, Jerry, for providing the

means of getting this edition to more of our Members.-

Over 75s Free TV Licences
Members have reported receiving emails and telephone calls
claiming  to  be  from  TV Licensing  demanding  payment  to
renew previously free licences.

DO NOT RESPOND TO THEM – THEY ARE SCAMS TRYING TO
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE CURRENT UNCERTAINTY!

The official TV Licensing website says:

“Changes to the over 75 TV licence comes into effect from 1st
August. If you are aged 75 or over and hold a free TV Licence
which  has  expired,  you  don’t  need  to  do  anything  to  stay
licensed until we contact you.

“We  will  write  to  all  over  75  licence  holders  starting  in
August. This letter will let you know what action you’ll need
to take for your next licence.”

(The scheme was originally due to end on 31st May but was
extended to 31st July because of the crisis.)



Our Accounts for 2019 were prepared and audited for presentation and approval at the postponed Annual
General Meeting. The full accounts are available to view on our website and a brief summary is given here.

  Account 31 Dec 19 31 Dec 18 Movement 2019 2018 Incr./Decr.

  Reserve  £  3,359.80  £  3,353.12  £          6.68   Receipts  £  4,601.37  £  4,523.28 1.73%

  Current  £  2,552.48  £  1,597.05  £     955.43   Payments  £  3,645.94  £  5,072.92 -28.13%

  Total  £  5,912.28  £  4,950.17  £     962.11   Difference  £     955.43 -£     549.64 

Crime Report
The Birstall Beat Team produces its own monthly newsletter containing news and advice about crime in our villages. This is
available to view in full on our website  (www.villagewatch.co.uk/police). These figures are taken from the editions published
during the Lockdown.

Mar Apr May Jun
 Assault 6 8 14 15
 Burglary 3 3 1 3
 Criminal damage 5 4 6 11
 Drugs 3 7 4
 Public order 4 6 1 7
 Robbery 1
 The 2 3 7 7
 The  from vehicle 7 2 6 5
 The  of vehicle 1 3

Rogue Traders and Cold Callers

Thank you to Birstall Parish Council for continuing to support the Watch — www.birstallparishcouncil.org.uk
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Contacting Birstall and Wanlip
Neighbourhood Watch

watch@villagewatch.co.uk

0756 2422 756
Calls  go to our answering service but we
always try to reply within 24 hours. Please
remember to leave your number.

c/o Birstall Parish Council
Council Office, Birstall Road,
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4DH

Get Support and Advice
The  period  of  Lockdown  has  placed  many  strains  on
individuals and families. The reduction in opportunities to
take time out from stressful situations and relationships has
left many people feeling alone and unsupported.

Helplines have seen a surge in calls. They offer support and
advice  to  children,  women,  men,  the  LGTB  and  BAME
communities etc. and are able to understand problems from
the individual’s particular perspective.

These services can, literally, be life-savers for people who
can find nowhere else to turn.

We  have  a  list  of  telephone  numbers  on  our  website  that
includes many of these services:

www.villagewatch.co.uk/phone-numbers

The Police and Lockdown
We are very fortunate in the Police Officers we have both
locally and nationally. During the period of lockdown, they
have had the difficult task of ensuring that otherwise law-
abiding  citizens  behave  in  a  manner  that  reduces  the
infection risk for all of us.

There are some people, though, who see them as out to spoil
the fun and limit individual freedom.

There are many examples of Police Officers being abused while
acting to protect the majority  of us. Verbal  abuse has been
common but there have also been instances of physical attacks
and, in some cases, extreme violence.

Please remember that they are doing a very difficult job and
putting themselves at risk of infection every day in order to
keep the rest of us safe.

The  Lockdown  has  affected  honest  tradespeople  and
businesses  by  preventing  them  from  entering  people’s
homes, so creating a backlog of work. As the restrictions are
eased you may have to wait some time before known and
trusted traders can fit you into their revised diaries.

It is anticipated that doorstep criminals will take advantage of
the situation by offering  temptingly cheap prices  for  on  the
spot  jobs.  We  should  all,  therefore,  be  extra  vigilant  and
careful not to become victims of doorstep crime.

The are plenty of examples of older people being victims of
such fraudsters but they are far from being the only people at
risk. Those who have not had building work done before often
rely on  recommendations  from relatives or friends but  some
may not have that local network for one reason or another. This
lack of experience and knowledge can put people of all ages at
a disadvantage when dealing with devious rogue traders.

Here a few things you should do to make sure a trader is
reputable before employing them:

No cold callers: Do not engage with people who knock on your
door offering their services.  You should never feel  pressured
into making a decision on the spot.

Be patient and get quotes: Always try to get at least three
quotes for the work; the more the better. Then you can get
some idea of what is a fair price and take time to decide.

Do  your  research: Read  a  trader’s  customer  reviews,  both
good and bad, from reliable and independent sources.

Never pay  upfront: Always  pay  a  trader in  stages  and hold
back full payment until the job is completed satisfactorily.

Make sure you are protected: Check to see whether a trader
is  part  of  a  dispute  resolution  scheme,  such  as  the  Dispute
Resolution Ombudsman.


