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Things are Looking Better but...
The New Year has seen the start of the vaccination
programme with the associated hope that  the limits
placed on all of our lives by the Covid-19 pandemic
can be gradually put behind us.

Neighbourhood  Watch  is  focussed  on  helping  our
members  to  stay  safe from crime.  Over  the  last  year
there has been a much greater use of internet services
and  many  people  using  online  shopping  for  the  first
time.

That has led to a significant increase in cyber-crime with
ruthless  scammers  cheating  victims  out  of  tens  of
millions  of  pounds.  Their  latest  targets  are  people
waiting to be told how to get their vaccination. A large
number of these are among the elderly who are often
the most easily tricked.
Please  make  sure  that  relatives,  friends  and
neighbours understand that the vaccination is FREE to
EVERYBODY on the NHS and that NOBODY has to pay
for it.

Face Masks
We are required to wear face masks in shops and similar

places in order to protect those who have no choice but to
be there at work. Whatever our personal preferences or

disregard of the risk to ourselves,

WE DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAKE THOSE DECISIONS
FOR THEM.

Unless there is a genuine medical reason that prevents
you from wearing a mask for a short time, there is no

excuse for putting other people at such unnecessary and
serious risk.

Always wear your mask in public enclosed places even if
you find it unpleasant to do so. Getting infected will be

much more unpleasant for all concerned.

The Birstall and Wanlip Neighbourhood Beat Team
produces a monthly Newsletter written by our Beat

Officer, Dave Jaeckels. It contains news about recent
crime in our villages, crime prevention advice and other

information about the Team’s activities.

You can read it in full each month on our website:

www.villagewatch.co.uk/police
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Check Your Facts
We regularly warn about scammers who deliberately tell lies
in order to trick us out of our money. The advice is ALWAYS
to treat messages as suspicious until you are sure they can
be trusted. We should be equally careful  about ideas and
stories that come from possibly unreliable sources.

People  are  entitled  to  their  opinions  and  have  a  right  to
express them. There are, for example,  various views on the
origin, seriousness and effects of the current pandemic that we
might want to consider.

The question remains the same, however: Can the message
be trusted?

There has been a flood of false claims. Some are odd to say the
least; such as that the virus has been introduced by aliens from
another planet! Some, though, are not so easily dismissed and
are readily accepted by those who want to use them to justify
their behaviour.

When our car goes wrong, we seek the advice and assistance of
a mechanic but when our body goes wrong, we go to a doctor.
Nobody in their right mind would dream of doing it the other
way round!

When faced with different views on an important issue, look
behind each of them to identify the messenger and how well
qualified they are to give their opinion. Be very wary of simply
accepting  the  one  that  suits  you  best,  over  the  better  one
because that would cause you inconvenience.

Despite all the reports of infection and death rates, there
are still those who seek to diminish the risk that faces us all.
They claim that none of the precautions are necessary and
even that the vaccines are dangerous to our health.

Before you accept ideas and views that go against  all  the
mainstream advice, ask yourself why they are being pushed.
What is the real purpose behind them?

Washing Machine Insurance
Members have received telephone calls telling them to renew
their washing machine insurance. Some had no such policy and
another, who did, confirmed with their genuine company that
the call did not come from them.

At best, this is an attempt to sell insurance in an underhand
manner but it could also be a means of  collecting credit card
details for criminal purposes.

Never respond to calls or other messages that come out of
the blue. If a genuine policy is due for renewal you will be
given plenty of notice to decide how and when to pay.

Catalytic Converter Theft
There  was  a  spate  of  catalytic  converter  thefts  around
Birstall  during  January.  These  are  expensive  items  to
replace and the thieves often cause other damage to the
vehicle in the process of removing them. 

High wheelbase vehicles such as 4×4s and SUVs are at higher
risk because they are easier to crawl under but thieves also
jack up vehicles to get access underneath.

If  possible,  always  park  your  vehicle  in  a  locked  garage
during  the  hours  of  darkness.  If  you  see  anybody  acting
suspiciously  around  parked  cars  and  vans,  especially
crawling under them, call the Police on 999.

There is more information on keeping your vehicle safe at:

www.leics.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/theft-from-a-
vehicle/vehicle-safe-and-sound


