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Visit our website at: www.villagewatch.co.uk and join our Group on Facebook

The Birstall and Wanlip Neighbourhood Beat Team
produces a monthly Newsletter written by our Beat

Officer, Dave Jaeckels. It contains news about recent
crime in our villages, crime prevention advice and other

information about the Team’s activities.

You can read it in full each month on our website:

www.villagewatch.co.uk/police

Our 2020 Accounts
The full set of accounts is available to view on our website
at:   www.villagewatch.co.uk/acounts2020

Income for the year was some £800 less than in 2019, mainly
because the  initial  Covid-19  lockdown  occurred just  as  our
annual membership subscription  collection got underway. Our
Advice Shop has remained closed since then, so there has been
no  income  from  sales.  Against  that,  we  have  have  not
purchased any new stock.

The  primary  areas  of  expenditure  were the  continued
publication  of  Village  Watch  News  and  the  production  and
distribution of Membership Cards. Postage and stationery costs
were higher than in previous years. 

We are in a position to continue our limited activities for the
time being without further income  but will  have to consider
how we can  best  collect  Membership subscriptions  as  things
return to normal.

The  Membership  Cards  issued  last  year  will  continue  to
remain valid despite showing an expiry date of March this
year. 

Even More About Scams
We have to learn to live with and protect ourselves from
scams. They are on the increase as the criminals think up
better ways to trick us.

We and many other organisations regularly circulate warnings
about the latest scam to be reported. They are described in
detail because the fraudsters are good at what they do. Once it
is clear that their latest trick has been widely publicised and is
no longer working very well, they switch to a new one. Most of
the time this is just an earlier scam in a new form. They hope
that people warned about, say, an Amazon scam will be less
wary  about  the  same  trick  claiming  to  be  from  another
company.

The best way to protect yourself from being conned is to be
very  wary  of  anything  unexpected,  especially  when  it
involves personal details or your money. It could be a phone
call, an email, a text message, an old fashioned letter or a
doorstep caller etc. Whatever it is, do not trust it until you
are absolutely sure it is genuine.

The criminals may threaten you with dire consequences, such
as arrest and imprisonment or a visit from bailiffs, if you do
not comply with their instructions. But just ask yourself how
many  people  do  you  know  who  have  suffered  such  a  fate
without having had plenty of warning in advance?

The  cost  of  allowing  yourself  to  be  panicked  into  doing
something unwise can be very high. The cost, if any, of being
cautious about a genuine contact,  will  always be very much
less.

Always ask yourself the very simple question:

IF YOU DON’T KNOW THEM, HOW CAN YOU TRUST THEM?

Our Watch Phone
0756 2422 756
Our Watch phone is  an Advice Line and general means of
contacting  us.  It  is  located  in  the  home  of  one  of  our
volunteers but connects  directly  to our voicemail.  It  does
not ring and is  not  answered  directly.  We do our best  to
monitor  messages  once  a  day  and  get  back  to  callers  as
quickly as possible.

Members  ring  us  for  advice  if  they  are  concerned  about
something or to tell us about an incident. We are glad to hear
from  them  and  to  offer  what  assistance  we  can.  The
information  can  be  passed  on  to  warn  others  to  be on  the
alert.

However, from time-to-time we have messages left that should
have  gone directly  to  the  Police.  They  are about  suspicious
behaviour or even crimes that have been committed. By the
time we have retrieved the message and passed it  on, it  is
usually too late for anything useful to be done.

If you want to report something quickly to the Police then
please do so by dialling 101. If you see a crime in progress or
somebody in danger then dial 999 immediately.

If  you  just  have  general  concerns  or  are  worried  about
something unusual that you think is suspicious, then we are
always pleased to hear from you and pass on information, as
long as some delay is not important.

Not So Healthy Options
We  are  still  entitled  to  basic  healthcare  when  visiting
countries in  the  EU. The European Health Insurance Card
(EHIC) has been replaced by the UK Global Health Insurance
Card (GHIC) that you can get FREE from:

www.gov.uk/global-health-insurance-card

Making the application is easy, but if you search online for
‘GHIC’  you  will  get  a  list  of  sites  that  make  money  by
charging you a fee simply to forward your details to the free
NHS  site.  They  are  just  the  latest  examples  of  copycat
websites that operate in this manner.

Government services are either free or have fixed charges.
Copycat  sites simply add  their  own fee  for doing nothing
more than you can easily do yourself.

To find genuine links to official services always go first to:

www.gov.uk
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