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Problems Have Not Gone Away
During the lockdown the increased use of the internet for all
kinds of activity has led to an enormous increase in online
fraud.

This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  other  kinds  of  criminal
behaviour has gone away, far from it.  Theft of  vehicles and
related  items  such  as  catalytic  converters  has  seen  an
increase. Burglaries have dropped to some extent but this is
thought to be the result of homes being left unoccupied less
often; a situation that is now changing.

The  strains  created  in  the  relationships  of  those  forced  to
remain at home has led to more violent incidents, often as the
result of neighbours’ disputes.

Support  charities  are  highlighting  a  recent  drop  in  the
number of reports of domestic violence. This may sound like
good  news  but  their  fear  is  that  it  reflects  a  growing
unwillingness  by  victims  to  report  incidents.  This  is  a
complex issue and, during the main part of the lockdown,
the  charities  and  support  organisations  were  almost
overwhelmed by the demand on their services.

Life  may  get  a  little  easier  for  some  people  caught  in
controlling  relationships  as  restrictions  are  lifted  but  it  is
feared that patterns that have become firmly established over
the lockdown months will be difficult to break.

As friends and family become more visible, it will be a good
thing to check how they are. There is a big difference between
nosiness and genuine concern, so get the balance right and do
not be embarrassed to ask. If you fear that someone is at risk,
be it a woman, a child or a man, point  them to our advice
pages at:

www.villagewatch.co.uk/information

Motor Insurance Scams
Motor  insurance  is  a  legal  requirement  and  driving  while
uninsured can result in a £300 fixed penalty, six points on
your  driving  licence  and  the  vehicle  being  seized  and
crushed. Insurance can be expensive and it is natural to look
around for the best deal. Not surprisingly, fraudsters have
got  in  on  the  act,  selling  cheap  but  useless  policies  that
leave drivers uninsured.

These policies either do not exist or are invalid because they
have given false details to reduce the premiums, such as age,
driving  experience  and claims  history.  They  have  also  been
known to arrange genuine policies, only to cancel them and
claim a refund. The victim is unlikely to be aware that they are
uninsured  until  they  try  to  claim  on  the  policy  or  have  to
provide their details to the Police.

The  criminals  make  contact  through  social  media,  printed
adverts in pubs, clubs and shop windows or by word-of-mouth.
They claim to be representatives  from well-known insurance
companies  who  can  arrange  legitimate  motor  insurance  at
significantly discounted prices. They tend to target vulnerable
groups who may not have much experience of insurance law,
such  as  non-English  speaking  communities  and young  people
who have just passed their driving test. 

There are some simple steps that you can take to avoid being
tricked in this way. If a broker is only using a mobile phone or
email as a means contact, it could well be because they do not
want to be traced after they have taken your money.

If you are offered insurance that is considerably cheaper than
other quotes, be very cautious. It would be wise to contact the
insurance  company  directly  to  verify  whether  the  broker  is
genuine.  You  can  check  with  the  British  Insurance  Brokers’
Association  or  the  Financial  Conduct  Authority  to  find
authorised insurance brokers.

www.biba.org.uk       www.fca.org.uk

You can  check for free at  any time on the  Motor  Insurance
Database website whether your car is legally insured.

www.ownvehicle.askmid.com

Sling Your Hook
The  Neighbourhood  Watch
Network launched  its  Sling
Your Hook campaign in July to
help as many people as possible
avoid becoming  victims  of
scams.  They  have  identified  the  five  methods  most
commonly used by scammers who:

• Imply that they are doing you a favour – Reciprocity
• Indicate that everyone else is doing it – Social Proof
• Say that your only chance is to act now – Urgency
• Act as if they are similar to you, so you like them and want

to please them – Connection
• Ask you to do one little thing which makes you  then  do

more – Commitment

Victims  of  scams  often  report  that,  in  hindsight,  they  felt
something was not quite right at the time. The campaign aims
to raise awareness and encourages us all to STOP and THINK if
something does not  FEEL, SEEM, LOOK or  SOUND right. This
gives us time to trust our gut instincts and prevent us becoming
another scam victim.

“Everyone likes to feel special. But watch out! If a stranger is
going out of their way for you, something fishy may be going
on instead. Scammers like to offer one-off deals and favours.
Don’t be afraid to tell them NO.”

John Hayward-Cripps, CEO of Neighbourhood Watch Network

www.ourwatch.org.uk

Dangerous Motorcyclists
Riding a motorcycle can be an exhilarating experience but it
can  also be  very  dangerous.  Experienced  riders  wear  not
only the regulation crash helmet but also proper clothing to
protect them from skid-burns and abrasions.

There have been several reports recently of young men riding
around Birstall  wearing only shorts and sandals. The damage
done to their bare skin were they to have an accident and slide
along the road surface, even at low speed, could be serious
and leave life-time scars. The injuries that are prevented by a
crash helmet can be devastating or even fatal.

If you know any of them, it might be worth pointing out the
danger they are to themselves. 


