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Visit our website at: www.villagewatch.co.uk and join our Group on Facebook

Danger to Wildlife
Fishing litter in our waterways, such as discarded lines and
hooks,  can  easily  snag  water  birds  and  other  wildlife,
causing  terrible  injuries,  suffering  and  even  death.  The
RSPCA is  urging  those  who  enjoy  the  sport to  be  extra
careful  and to  make sure  that  they  do not  leave anything
behind.

They have five tips for anglers to follow:

1. Take unwanted fishing line home – cut it into pieces before
putting it in the bin.

2. Be aware of surrounding trees – discarded line caught in
foliage causes problems for wildlife.

3. Never leave bait unattended – remove it from the hook and
put it in a safe place.

4. Always use a bait box.

5. Dispose of any litter you see – even if it is not yours.

They added that, while most anglers are very responsible and
careful  to  dispose  of  their  litter  safely,  it  takes  only  one
careless person to endanger an animal’s life. If members of the
public see discarded litter, they are encouraged to pick it up
safely and put it in a bin, remembering to  always  wash their
hands afterwards.

Neighbourhood Watch Signs
The long period of  lockdown has taken its toll  in  many
ways  and  has  affected  our  ability  to  maintain  our
Neighbourhood Watch signs.

We had several reports about damaged or missing signs early
last year to which we were not able to respond. We think
that some of them may have got lost in the process! Please
accept our apologies.

If you notice a sign that is damaged or has gone missing on
your street, please let us know so that we can now address
the issue, even if you have already told us   about it  .

It will help if you can include the approximate house number
near to where the sign is located.

The simplest way is by sending us an email to:

watch@villagewatch.co.uk

but you can also leave us a message on: 0756 2422 756

Get Ahead of the Scammers
Which?,  the  UK  consumer  champion,  offers  a
completely free Scam Alert Service to keep us up to
date on the latest scams.
Subscribers  to  the  service  receive  regular  email  alerts  with
details of new scams as soon as they are detected, as well as
old scams that have re-appeared.

You  can  find  more  information  about  this  extremely  useful
service at: 

campaigns.which.co.uk/scam-alert-service

Local Phone Number?
One of our Members received a telephone call claiming to be
from Amazon that they recognised for the scam that it was.
However,  they  noticed  that  it  came  from a  local  Birstall
(267) number and rang it to discover that the call had not
come from there.

Scammers  use modern  technology  to  trick  the  telephone
system into showing random fake numbers on Caller ID. Initially
they did this so that the calls could not be traced but have
since developed the technique. They are now able to fake the
number to look similar to yours to make you less suspicious. In
fact, it could be coming from anywhere in the world.

There is a very good chance, of course, that the number they
fake  is  real,  although  the  actual  subscriber  is  completely
unaware that it is being misused in this manner. 

If you get a call out of the blue, be extra careful and treat it
as  a  criminal  scam until  you  are  sure  it  is  genuine.  If  in
doubt, just ring off. If the call was genuine and important,
the caller will find some other way of contacting you.

Covid Passports
Action Fraud has received a large number of reports about
fake emails that purport to be from the NHS. They claim to
be able to provide a “digital passport that proves you have
been vaccinated against  Covid-19”.  These emails  contain
links that lead to fake websites that are designed to steal
your personal and financial information.

Your vaccination status (“passport”) can be obtained
FREE OF CHARGE through the official NHS app, the

NHS website or by calling the NHS on 119.

www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-covid-pass

• The NHS will never ask you for your bank account or card
details.

• The NHS will never ask you for your PIN or your passwords.
• The  NHS  will  never  ask  you  to  prove  your  identity  by

sending  copies  of  personal  documents,  such  as  your
passport, driving licence, bills or pay slips. 

How to report scams:

If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up. If
you are suspicious about an email you have received, report it
by forwarding it to: report@phishing.gov.uk

A suspicious text messages can be reported by forwarding it to
the number: 7726 (free of charge).

www.actionfraud.police.uk.
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Our Local Beat Team
We would like to welcome PC 1427 Lauren DeWet and PCSO
6637 Ellie Holland who have recently joined the Birstall and
Wanlip  Dedicated  Neighbourhood  Team  as  additional
members. If you meet them while they are out on patrol,
please stop and say hello.

The Team produces its own monthly Newsletter. It contains
details  of  recent  crime in  our  villages,  crime prevention
advice and other news about their activities.

If  you  want  to  keep  up  to  date  on  policing  issues  in
Birstall and Wanlip, you can read it in full each month on
our website:

www.villagewatch.co.uk/police
where you can also sign up to have it sent directly to your

mailbox as soon as it is published.


