
Car Theft
Modern  vehicles  come  equipped  with  more  and  more
sophisticated  electronic  equipment,  some  of  which  is
devoted  to  preventing  them  from  being  stolen.  As  the
manufacturers improve their security, however, thieves find
ingenious ways of getting round it.

The days are long past when cars were locked physically with a
key  in  a  keyhole.  Now  it  is  usually done  remotely  using
electronic signals from a key-fob. It is possible to buy apps on
the  dark  web that  use  smart-phones  to  fool  these systems.
They can read information from outside a house from a key-fob
that is stored inside and then appear to the car as the key.

To do this they need a radio signal that can find the key-fob in
the house. If it is lying on the hall table this is no problem.

It is very simple to block the signal. Always keep the key in a
metal container  or  a  wallet specially  designed  for  the
purpose, whenever it is not in use.
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Protect yourself from Scams
A few simple things to remember to avoid becoming a
victim of criminal scammers.

✗ NEVER click on the links or attachments in suspicious
emails and  NEVER respond to messages that ask for
your personal or financial details. 

✗ NEVER assume that  a phone call or email is  genuine,
even if  the sender knows your basic details (such as
your  name  or  address).  Remember that criminals
spoof phone numbers and email addresses to appear
as  companies  you  know  and  trust,  such  as  TV
Licensing.

✗ Your bank will NEVER call and ask you for your PIN or
full  banking  password and  will  NEVER ask  you  to
transfer money out of your account.

PC Dave Jaeckels
Having been the Beat Officer for Birstall and Wanlip since
November  2013,  Dave  moved  on  last  month  to  start  an
attachment  in  the  local  CID.  He  has  been  replaced  by
PC  Lauren De Wet who joined the Team in August.

Dave has been a great asset to our villages and a good friend of
the  Watch.  He  is  a  dedicated  officer  who  has  often  gone
beyond the call of duty in his efforts to keep us all safe from
crime.

We wish Dave every success in his new role in the CID and
thank him for all his work on our Beat Team. 

We wish all of our Members and Neighbours
a Very Happy Christmas Holiday and

a Safe and Crime-Free New Year

REMEMBER THAT BURGLARS DO NOT STOP
WORK OVER HOLIDAY PERIODS

Delivery Charges
Genuine delivery services will never request an additional
fee simply for a parcel to be delivered, so you should be
very wary of any emails or text messages requesting such
payment because they are probably scams.

However, this may not always be the case if  the parcel has
been sent from abroad. Depending on the nature and value of
the  contents, they can be liable to UK customs duty and VAT
that  have to be paid  before the parcel can be released for
delivery.

Previously, items  sent  from the EU were not subject to  these
charges  and  UK  companies  often  arranged  for orders to  be
delivered directly from suppliers based in other EU countries.
Some  have  continued  to  do  so  and  customers  have  found
themselves having to pay these additional charges.

Fake Reviews
Some online sellers use underhand methods to fake positive
reviews of their otherwise unremarkable, inferior or even
dangerous  products.  This  is  against  the  rules  of  major
companies  such  as Amazon  and  Facebook  but it  is,
nevertheless, still happening.

If you are looking at items online, do not accept the number of
five  star  ratings  just  on  the  face  of  it.  Be  canny  and  look
behind them.

• Do not rely  solely on  these  ratings but delve deeper and  
read any actual written reviews you can find elsewhere on 
the web.

• Check the dates when the reviews were written. If many of
them were posted in a short space of time, it could mean
that there has been some dodgy activity.

• Consider  how  impartial  they  really  are;  do  they  give
everything five stars?

• Look at the spread of the ratings. Are they at opposite ends
of the scale with very little in-between? It is very rare for
people to be completely polarised about a product.

Police News
Our Beat Team produces a monthly Newsletter with

news of crime and other policing matters 

You can read it in full each month on our website:

www.villagewatch.co.uk/police


